
Cover Photo: 
Channel 8 news filming CLCA SD member 
volunteers and TERI students planting varied fruits 
and vegetables in raised planter boxes at one of  
TERI’s 13 group homes. These boxes are part of  
an edible garden and outdoor classroom developed 
by CLCA SD where TERI students will learn about 
sustainability. CLCA members donated labor and 
100% of  the materials to this chapter project! 

More details inside this issue.
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Thank You to Our 2019 Sponsors!

Gold Sponsors

Contractor Sponsors

Emerald Sponsor

Diamond Sponsors

Ruby Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors
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H
President’s Message Rick Mandel

Hello Everyone! We are full swing into April, and we can 
see that spring has arrived! The beautiful weather we are 
so used to here in San Diego is back, despite having had 
some rain here earlier this month.

Here at San Diego CLCA, last month was indeed a 
remarkable time. We had our chapter outreach project 
with the TERI Campus of  Life. And on Friday, March 
22, we had our media day – we even had the Channel 
8 News do an excellent spot for us on the 5:00 p.m. 
broadcast that evening.

One of  my goals as I took over the position of  chapter 
president in 2018/2019 was to be part of  a community 
event. We were able to accomplish this with the TERI 
Foundation. Next year’s president, Willie Valdez, took 
this on and he reached the goal by facilitating the creation 
of  this great outdoor area for the students to be able 
to grow their own fruits and vegetables. They use these 
items in their school as they prepare their lunches. This 

type of  project would not have been possible without 
the help of  our entire board and chapter members.

Really, the folks who made this all come together and 
truly show what the California Landscape Contractors 
Association is all about are our members and their 
organizations. I sincerely don’t have the words to 
express enough gratitude to all of  you who participated 
and came together to offer everything that was used on 
the project, from labor to equipment to supplies. Thank 
you all so much. This really is what our association is all 
about: giving back. I think about and admire the work 
that all of  you do, year after year, making our landscapes 
beautiful and sustainable. I would just like to say thank 
you again to all of  you for your support.

Last but not least, I’m sure you know the Beautification 
Awards competition is coming up. Be sure to get those 
entries in. Thank you!  ~Rick

@clcasd San Diego
California Landscape Contractors Association 

San Diego
California Landscape Contractors Association 

Connect with Us...
san_diego_clca

http://www.briggstree.com
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http://www.paradisefleet.com
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2019 San Diego Chapter 
Board of Directors

President 
Rick Mandel, Ewing Irrigation

(619) 402-8432 • rmandel@ewingirrigation.com

President-Elect
Willie Valdez, Free Flow Products

(760) 500-9863 • willie@freeflowproducts.com

Secretary
Bronwyn Miller, Eyescapes

(949) 466-1222 • bronwyn@eyescapes.net

Treasurer
Rosalee Clanton, Gothic Landscape

(760) 445-7302 • Rosalee.Clanton@gothiclandscape.com

Associate Member Officer
Melissa Tetzlaff, LCIS, Inc.

(858) 353-4991 • mtetzlaff@lcisinc.com

Vice President Membership
Albert Canedo, MSE Landscape Professionals

(760) 743-4127 • albert@mselandscape.com

Events Chair
Stacey Sturnot, Gothic Landscape

(858) 210-8701 • stacey.sturnot@gothiclandscape.com

Vice President Legislation/Resource Mgmt.
Ian Campbell, Davey Tree

(619) 572-2674 • ian.campbell@davey.com

Education Chair
Michael Derewenko, Jain Irrigation, Inc.

(858) 775-5836 • mderewenko@jainsusa.com

Public Relations
Amy Conrad, Conrad Public Relations
(619) 733-6538 • amy@conradpr.com

www.clcasandiego.org
(866) 699-2512

Coming Events
Mark your calendar!

May 13-17
Chapter Beautification Awards Judging.
Entry forms available online at www.clcasandiego.org.

June 11
San Diego Chapter General Meeting. All welcome.
8:45 a.m. breakfast/networking, 9:15 a.m. meeting. 
Mimi’s Cafe, 10788 Westview Pkwy, San Diego. 

August 13
San Diego Chapter General Meeting. All welcome.
8:45 a.m. breakfast/networking, 9:15 a.m. meeting. 
Mimi’s Cafe, 10788 Westview Pkwy, San Diego. 

September 10
San Diego Chapter General Meeting. All welcome.
8:45 a.m. breakfast/networking, 9:15 a.m. meeting. 
Mimi’s Cafe, 10788 Westview Pkwy, San Diego. 

September 28
Chapter Beautification Awards.
Farmer & the Seahorse, 10996 Torreyana Road, San Diego. 

http://www.apldca.org
http://www.agsod.com
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A lot went into this project and it wouldn’t have been possible if not for the 
volunteer efforts and donations from the CLCA members listed below. Thank You!

WWhat started as a vision a couple 
of years ago, recently became a 
reality when the first phase of the 
CLCA San Diego chapter’s outreach 
project was completed last month. 
Thanks to the commitment from 
many of our chapter stakeholders, 
our chapter developed a one-of-a 
kind outdoor classroom for TERI 
students at one of TERI’s 13 group 
homes, Grace House. The edible 
garden and outdoor classroom will 
be where students will learn about 
sustainability, a rare subject taught 
at a group home for individuals 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. CLCA members donated 
their labor and one hundred percent 
of the materials to create the teaching 
space where all building materials 
are sustainable.    

TERI Inc., a nonprofit organization 
founded in 1980, is changing the way 
the world sees and empowers people 
with special needs. TERI specializes 
in setting quality standards for 
individuals of all ages with a wide 
range of developmental and learning  

disabilities and supporting their 
families. TERI serves more than 
800 families in Southern California 
with more than 19 programs based 
at its main campus in Oceanside, 
California, as well as in residential 
homes throughout the area. The 
organization’s more than 500 
dedicated staff members provide 
educational, social, and vocational 
opportunities in a positive, 
supportive environment. TERI has 
been nationally and internationally 
recognized as a leader for its 
successful and innovative model 
programming and training. 

 

In this garden and teaching space, 
TERI students will be growing 
organic produce, practicing water 
conservation, and composting. 
Students will also be provided with 
job opportunities to support their 
program as they start their own 
enterprises selling the produce that 
they grow to staff, other TERI 
houses, and at farmer’s markets.

On March 22, Channel 8/KFMB 
highlighted the project and the 
CLCA San Diego Chapter on the 
5 o’clock news. This was a real 
chance for our chapter to promote 
our industry and talents of creativity 
and professionalism! This incredible 
opportunity put CLCA’s mission 
statement, “to serve and protect the 
interests of its members, promote 
professionalism, and advance 
public awareness of the landscape 
industry,” on full display! 

Thank you to CLCA SD president-
elect Willie Valdez who has selflessly 
given so much of his time and talents 
to ensure the success of this project!

CLCA San Diego Chapter Members Come Together to 
Complete Phase I of TERI Outdoor Edible Teaching Garden
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TThinking about skipping your aeration program this 
spring? Think again. While our industry continues to 
be impacted by labor shortage, eliminating a service like 
aeration will only cause you to invest more time and 
money later in the year.

Oxygen is one of the most essential nutrients for healthy 
turf. Aerating improves the air exchange between your 
soil and the atmosphere, allowing air, water, and fertilizer 
to reach the root zone. 

This results in: improved water and nutrient uptake; 

improved thatch breakdown; reduced run-off; healthier 
root system; and decreased soil compaction.

All of these benefits create an enhanced biological 
environment in your turf, reducing the risk of insect 
and fungus infestation in the summer, and saving the 
expense of additional chemistry and application.

When is the Right Time to Aerate?
Aeration works best when done just before or during 
periods of high growth, but not when the turf is 
experiencing any stress. That means when you aerate is 
determined by your grass type.

Cool Season Grasses (ryegrass, bluegrass, fescue) – 
most effective in early spring and fall.
Warm Season Grasses (Bermuda, St. Augustine, 
zoysia) – most effective in late spring.

Choosing the Right Equipment
STYLE: If labor is truly impacting your business, then 
productivity is key. A stand-on aerator covers 1 – 2 acres 
per hour with speeds up to 7 mph. But if that’s not in your 
budget, make sure your walk-behind is easy to maneuver 
with weight substantial enough for heavily compacted 

Spring Aeration Tips for Healthy Turf
Excerpted from Horizon’s Blog at www.horizononline.com

Continued on Next Page...

http://www.horizononline.com
http://www.villagenurseries.com
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San Diego Chapter Member Milestones
Congratulations to the following companies for reaching membership milestones this month.

24 Year Member
Performance 

Landscape Services

17 Year Member
RDO Equipment

4 Year Member
Netafim USA

2 Year Member
Sarita Landscape 

Design

1 Year Member
North County Supply

soil. It’s important to find a commercial grade unit with 
forward and reverse capability. Exmark’s walk behind 
aerator pulls 4.6 quality plugs per square foot.

TINES: The optimum core length to pull from your turf 
is 4”, which means your tines need to be at least 5” in 
length. But flexibility is essential – Exmark’s stand-on 
aerator has a core depth range of 1/2” to 5” set with 
electronic depth control.

VERSATILITY: For best results you will want to seed 
within 48 hours of aerating. Having a unit with seeding 
attachments improves productivity and saves you from 
investing in two separate units. 

Spring Aeration Tips for Healthy Turf
...Continued from Previous Page

The Offshoot is the official publication of the San Diego Chapter of CLCA. Opinions expressed within the context of this publication are not necessarily those of the CLCA or its members. 
The Offshoot is designed and printed by Eyescapes, P.O. Box 242, Beaumont, CA 92223. Email: Bronwyn@eyescapes.net, phone: (949) 466-1222.

http://www.agriserviceinc.com
http://www.sod.com
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HHunter Industries recently announced that the popular 
and cost-effective ICC2 controller is now web-enabled 
to provide a range of powerful and flexible remote 
irrigation management c  apabilities – without the need 
for a replacement facepack!

The mobile-friendly Centralus irrigation management 
platform – currently available in beta phase – provides 
highly secure, comprehensive cloud-based control and 
monitoring features to new or existing ICC2 dial-based 
controllers. The connectivity allows users to view a 
controller’s status, change settings, view forecasts, save 
water, and receive instant notification of important 

system alarms – all without 
costly and time-consuming 
travel and site visits.

The addition of 
internet access 
brings dial-based 
ICC2 controllers 
seamlessly into the 
world of next-generation irrigation control. From the 
user-friendly Centralus dashboard, it is now easier than 
ever before to add automatic weather adjustments, alarm 
monitoring, location information, remote operation, 
and scheduling to ICC2 controllers.

To upgrade to Centralus control, users choose one of 
two connection options depending on site requirements 
and personal preference: the wireless WIFIKIT or 
hardwired Ethernet LANKIT. Both options include 
free access to the Centralus web central control 
platform. Users then log in to the platform through 
their Hunter account at hunterindustries.com. If they 
do not have one, they can create one for free. Direct 
feedback capabilities are built in to the platform, so 
users can join the conversation as we continue refining 
Centralus to introduce more helpful features.

All-New Centralus™ Beta Platform Gives ICC2 
Controller Users Web-Based Management Capabilities

http://www.lcisinc.com
http://www.westcoastturf.com
http://www.dmcolorexpress.net
http://www.gropower.com
http://www.lcisinc.com
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http://www.lcisinc.com
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25+ Year CLCA San Diego Chapter Members
Thanks to the following Chapter Members for their continued support for over 25 years.

American Sod Farms
Aristocrat Landscape Maint.

Benchmark Landscape
Brightview Landscape Services
California Backflow Specialist 

Cuyamaca College
Daniels Landscape
Ewing Irrigation

Futaba Landscape
Gothic Landscaping

Heaviland Enterprises
Holmes Landscape Co.

Horizon
Hunter Industries/FX Luminaire

HydroPlant Hydroseeding 
Hydrosprout

Imperial Sprinkler Supply
J.M.D. Landscape

Kellogg Garden Products
KRC Rock

LaBahn’s Landscaping
Landscape Contractors Ins. Serv.

Mark Schroeder & Co.

Nature Designs Landscaping
New Way Landscape & Tree Srvc.

Pacific Green Landscape
Parsons Designscapes

SiteOne Landscape Supply
Southland Sod Farms

Southwest Boulder & Stone
Steven Smith Landscape

Sunlite Landscape
Van Slyke Landscape

Village Nurseries
Western Tree Service

CLCA San Diego Chapter Life Members
Thank you to the following Life Members for their continued support of the association.

Jerrie Beard
Steve George

Stephen Jacobs
Alfred Lehmann

John Mohns
Randy Newhard

Kim Rusing

Steven Smith
William Schnetz
Mark Schroeder

Gary Weems
Keith Wilhite
Glenn Wilhite

http://www.evergreennursery.com

